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Structure of the Kingdom

The Kingdom of the Netherlands

One Kingdom - Four Countries
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Structure of the Kingdom
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Kingdom Policies Since 2010

Caribbean Countries (Aruba, Curacao, St. Maarten):

* Tough on finances and integrity; mostly absent on other issues

* Irma (2017) and Covid-19 (2020-2022): loans in exchange for
concessions

* Doubts about the autonomy of the Caribbean countries
* Knops (2020): autonomy is "fictitious"; countries "cannot carry" it

* 2020-2023: discussion about the Kingdom Act COHO
* Since 2020: Country Packages and Temporary Work Organizations

* Long-standing discussions about the democratic deficit and dispute
settlement mechanism
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Kingdom Policies Since 2010

Caribbean Netherlands (Bonaire, Saba, St. Eustatius)

* Huge investments in education and healthcare since 2010, but almost all
policies are determined from The Hague ("recolonization")

* The starting point is the same laws and regulations as in the European
Netherlands, but there is a legal basis for exceptions ("comply or explain")

* The cost of living is 1,5 times higher than in the European Netherlands
* 35% of the population lives below the poverty line (Thodé Report)

* Social services were only recently or still not aligned with European
Netherlands

* Administrative takeover of St. Eustatius (2018-2024)
* Administrative agreements with all three islands
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Socio-Political Context European Netherlands

* Growing distrust in politics; cynicism and apathy

19731976 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2016 2021

m— (zeer) tevreden met functioneren democratie =—heeft vertrouwen in de regering

m—— heeft vertrouwen in de Tweede Kamer

* Growth of populist and radical parties (especially PVV)

* Growing political polarization; hostile relations parties
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Socio-Political Context European Netherlands

* Last 5 years: political instability and gridlock
* Pressure on the rule of law; risk of democratic erosion

* Increasing agression and intimidation towards politicians and
journalists

Figuur 1: Agressie of bedreiging
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Leader of Dutch far-right PVV suggests Tuesday election
was rigged, but has no evidence
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Opinions about the Kingdom

De Hond 2008: “the relationship with the Antilles should end”
* Agree49% Disagree 37% Don’t know / no opinion 14%

De Hond 2015 (instructed by the PVV):

“Financial mismanagement and/or fraud are common in the Netherlands
Antilles. Do you think this should lead the Netherlands to completely end
all ties with those islands??”

* Yes 61% No 33% Don’t know / no opinion 6%

New Opinion Survey conducted by the Chair (2025):
* (Carried out by the LISS panel (Tilburg University)

* Extensive online questionnaire; both questions and propositions

* Completed by 2,843 of 3,657 respondents = response rate of 77,7%
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Opinion Survey Kingdom Affairs (2025)

Table 2: How familiar or unfamiliar are you with Kingdom relations between the European
Netherlands and the Caribbean parts of the Kingdom? (Most common answer in bold)

| am very familiar with that

| am somewhat familiar with that

| am not very familiar with that

| am (completely) unfamiliar with that
No answer
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Opinion Survey Kingdom Affairs (2025)

Table 3: Statements about political relations (most common answer in bold)

Fully Agree | Disagree Fully Don’t know /
agree disagree no opinion

The political relationship

between the European 4,9% 27,7% 15,7%
Netherlands and the

Caribbean parts of the

Kingdom must remain as is

The Caribbean countries in
the Kingdom (Aruba,
Curacao and Sint Maarten)
should become a province of
the Netherlands

The Caribbean islands 12,0% | 28,1% 16,3%
should become completely
independent
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Opinion Survey Kingdom Affairs (2025)

Table 4: Statements on other topics (most common answer in bold)
Fully Agree | Disagree Fully Mo Don’t know
agree disagree | answer | /no opinion

The Netherlands should no 6,5% 15,9% 37,6% 10,8% 0,8% 27,8%
longer provide financial

support to the Caribbean

islands within the Kingdom.

All Dutch citizens living in 4,9% 19,0% 13,1% 0,8%
Aruba, Curacao, and Sint

Maarten should be given the

right to vote in elections for the

Dutch parliament

Residents of the Caribbean 15,6% | 36,6% 15,4%

islands should no longer be

allowed to move freely to the

MNetherlands.
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Opinion Survey Kingdom Affairs (2025)

Table 4: Statements on other topics (most common answer in bold)

Fully Agree | Disagree Fully Don’t know /
agree disagree no opinion

The Netherlands must ensure 8,9% | 31,8% 23,0% B6,2% 0,8% 28,8%
that residents of the

Caribbean municipalities

(Bonaire, Saba and Sint

Eustatius) have the same

social benefits as European

Dutch citizens

obligation to care for the
Caribbean islands
attention should be paid to
Kingdom relations

Universiteit Leiden. Universiteit om te ontdekken.



Knowledge & Independence

De Caribische eilanden

zouden beter helemaal

onafhankelijk kunnen
worden.

[Helemaal mee oneens
M ee oneens

W iee cens

B Helemaal mee eens
[IWeet niet/geen mening
Ewil niet zeggen

Ik ben daar zeer goed |k ben daar enigszins |k ben daarniet goed |k ben daar (geheel)
bekend mee bekend mee bekend mee onbekend mee

Geeft u aan hoe bekend of onbekend u bent met de Koninkrijksrelaties tussen
Europees Nederland en de Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk.
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Knowledge & Facilities CN

Nederland moet ervoor
zorgen dat inwoners van de
aribische gemeenten
(Bonaire, Saba en Sint
Eustatius) dezelfde sociale
voorzieningen hebben als
Europese Nederlanders.

[ Helemaal mee oneens
W Mee oneens

W Mee eens

W Helemaal mee eens
CwWeet niet/geen mening
OEwil niet zeggen

Ik ben daar zeer goed |k ben daar enigszins Ik ben daar niet goed Ik ben daar (geheel)
bekend mee bekend mee bekend mee onbekend mee

Geeft u aan hoe bekend of onbekend u bent met de Koninkrijksrelaties tussen
Europees Nederland en de Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk.
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Elections 29 October 2025

Traditional party positions (1990s — 2020s)

End of Kingdom Tough stance (Commonwealth)

Softer stance (keep Charter) More equal Kingdom

CDA “inksPvdA® E

Unie
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Election Programmes 2025

BBB:

Deterring the aggressive socialist dictatorship of Venezuela
Direct high-quality cable connection between the Netherlands and
the Caribbean Netherlands

CDA:

Close, historic ties with the Caribbean part of the Kingdom

Poverty reduction and infrastructure improvements in the
Caribbean Netherlands

Special growth fund for Bonaire: investing in the living environment
and social services

Strengthening knowledge exchange and cultural cooperation with
Caribbean countries

Working towards better financial management on the islands
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Election Programmes 2025

ChristenUnie:

Inseparable ties; attention to the wounds of colonial history

Working together on poverty reduction, housing, climate, and environment
Investing in security in the Caribbean Netherlands; social services
(unemployment benefits, social assistance) must be standardized

Investing in safety; improving police investigative capacity

Resolving the democratic deficit in the Kingdom

Combating human trafficking and the gambling industry

Recognizing the sins of the slavery past; focusing on its impact on society

DENK:

Reparations for slavery past

Keti Koti becomes a national holiday

Decent social minimum in the Caribbean Netherlands; investing in poverty
reduction

Caribbean students must have easier access to education in the Netherlands

Universiteit Leiden. Universiteit om te ontdekken.



Election Programmes 2025

D66:

Investing in the green economy, housing, and education on islands
Social minimum in the Caribbean Netherlands, linked to cost of living
Developing a climate plan for the Caribbean Netherlands; nature
restoration

Investing in infrastructure on Bonaire

Lowering the threshold for residents of countries to vote in European
elections

Working on social awareness of the history of slavery

FVD:

Proud of our shared history; strengthening ties

Caribbean islands become a springboard for Dutch venture entrepreneurs
Flying within the Kingdom will become completely tax-free

Caribbean islands could become "the Florida of the Netherlands";
strengthening the Dutch sphere of influence in the Caribbean and Latin
America
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Election Programmes 2025

GL-PvdA:

* Protecting coral reefs and biodiversity in the Caribbean Netherlands

* Dutch citizens in the Caribbean countries will gain the right to vote in
the House of Representatives and the Senate

* Ending second-class citizenship in the Caribbean Netherlands;
introducing a decent social minimum

* More cooperation between the four countries to address problems

* Preserving and promoting Papiamento

JA21:

* The Netherlands should guarantee safety of the Caribbean countries

Partij voor de Dieren:
* Protect nature; combat mass tourism and illegal construction
* Climate budget for the Caribbean Netherlands to facilitate adaptation
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Election Programmes 2025

VOLT:

 Strengthen civil society in the Caribbean part of the Kingdom

* Promote access to EU funds for the Caribbean part of the Kingdom

* Guarantee human rights for Venezuelan refugees

» Combat the negative effects of climate change

» Secured seats for the islands of the Caribbean Netherlands

* Social minimum for the Caribbean Netherlands; reduce food costs

 Invest in infrastructure (buses, roads), telephone services, and postal
services 1n the Caribbean Netherlands

 Stop construction of resorts, hotels, and residential areas on Bonaire

VVD:

* Improve ethical governance, sound finances, and combat corruption
* Caribbean countries must be financially self-sufficient

* Requirements for residence must be similar to the Eur. Netherlands
 All islands must have the opportunity to become independent
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Party Positions 2025
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Result of the Elections

UITSLAG: aantal zetels
2023 MW2025

VVD GLPVDA CDA JA21 FVD BBB PVDD DENK Ccu SGP SP 50PLUS VOLT NSC
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Solution 1: Active Voting Rights

* Council of State (2024): grant all Dutch citizens in the Caribbean
countries the right to vote for the Dutch parliament

* Advantage: this only requires amending Dutch legislation, so a
complex amendment to the Charter is unnecessary

* Disadvantage: it doesn't fit well with the structure of the Kingdom

* Disadvantage: this gives residents of Caribbean countries influence
on internal Dutch affairs

* Disadvantage: the electoral quota in the Netherlands is around
70,0005 there's a high probability that no Caribbean party will reach
that threshold, meaning no representation

* The likelihood of Dutch parties attracting votes is slim
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Solution 2: Danish variant

Folketing (179 seats): 175 seats from Denmark, 2 seats from Faroe
Islands & 2 seats from Greenland
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Applied to the Kingdom

e 3 of the 150 seats for Caribbean countries, or 3 Caribbean seats added
to the existing 150

* Advantage: guaranteed representation from the Caribbean countries

* Only 3 seats, but their influence should not be underestimated (see
Denmark and small parties in the Netherlands)

» Disadvantage: residents of Caribbean countries gain influence on
internal Dutch affairs

* Disadvantage: how to distribute them among the three Caribbean
countries? Curacao has three times the population of St. Maarten

* Disadvantage: more complex changes (but combined with a new
electoral system?)
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Conclusions

* Dutch politics are becoming more polarized and unstable, with a
potential for democratic erosion

* This has not affected the Kingdom yet, but that may happen

* Elections 2025: a clear divide between parties that want to improve
Kingdom relations and parties with a tougher stance

* The new coalition will include parties of both kinds, so no major
changes in Kingdom affairs should be expected

* But: it also depends on the individual (junior) ministers
* An increasingly assertive Kingdom government and an increasingly
polarized Dutch political context means that addressing the

democratic deficit becomes ever more important
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Questions & Discussion

Be part of the Kingdom
Chair network!
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